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United States Department of the Interior
OFIFICE OF SURFACE MINING

Reclasration and Enforcement
BROOKS TOWERS
IO2O ISTII STREET

DENVER, COLORADO 80202

AUG 2 1 1984

ace Mining

Reco'nnendation for Approval of Beaver Creek Coal. Coupany t s Gordoa
Creek l{o. 2 }tine Hiniog PLan and Per:nit, carboa couuty, utah,
Federal Leasee: U*83L9 and V-47975

I. Recommendation

I reconrmend approval, with conditioas, of the Beaver Creek Coal Coupanyts
Gordon Creek No. 2 Hine pemit for aD, existing underground uining
oPeretion and expansion into the Southweet Leaee area (Gordon Creek !ilo.
7). The niniug plan aud peruit were approved under the Federal lands aad
State interim programs. My recomaendetion is based otr the technical
analyeis, prepared by the Utah Divieion of OiL, Gee and Miaiog, aad
environmental asse$sment, prepared by the Office of Surface Mining, of the
cmptete application. The applicant has proposed to contiuue underground
nining on Federal coel lease U-8319 and fee coal, aud begiu undergrouoa
nining on Federal eoal lease U-47975, during the five-year peruit. m"
permit with couditious, included with thie *"roraodum, will be in
conformance rlith the applicable Federal regulatioaer the Utah State
Progtam and the Hineral Leaeing Actr as auended. I also recourneud that
you adviee the AEeistant Secretary for Land and Hinerals llanageoent, under
30 CFR 746.L4 thet the Beaver Creek Coal Co'mpanyls Gordon Creek No. z
nining plau is ready for approvel. I coucur that a boad in the amouut of
$+0r,638.00 is adeguare.

The Utah Division of Oil' Gee , and Mining and the Office of Surface lrlining
(OSU), ideatified elements of the applicant I s propoeal which require
conditions to coaply with State and Federal law. The State peruit
(AcT/007 /0L5) and conditi.ous are incorporated inro the propoeed Federal
permit (Ut-0010, 8/84). The Srate regularory aurhoriry-wiil issue rhis
permit in conjunction with the Federal per:mit.

My reconqendation for approval i.e besed oa the
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permit application, updated to June 15, 1984.
action will not have e significant iuSact ou
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t II. Bac.kg.Iound 
\

The proposed Gordon Creek No. 2 MLue ls loeated in Carbon County,Utah' approxluetely 20 ul.les northrest of PrLce, Utah. The propoeedpertrtt area for the ll.fe-of-ul.ae contaLns 21300 eurface acres, all ofwhtch are private surface. Approxtnately g3 percent of total coalresetxres wlthln the pernlt erea ts Federal coal. The reueLal.ug coalre8ervea ere private fee eoal. All coal wtthln the permlt hes beenleased by Beaver Creek Coal Conpaay. Thls ulne operatlou will rotaffect any envLronruentally-seusLtlve areas. a8 propoeed, theunderground operatl,oas wtll utLllze rootr and piltar nlnlng trethods.Castlegate rA'r and HLawatha coal $eaus wtll be oLned to ytefd aproductiou rate of 8601000 tons per year. at thle productlon rate,all surface u'lne operatlous are echeduled to cease around the year
1999.

The Gordon Creeh No. 2 lllne perul.t appll.catlou was revtewed by thestate of Utah and osl!, under the approved Utah State Regulatory
Program and the Federal Laude Program (30 cFR Chapter vit, SubchapterD). The Hlneral Leeeing Act portl.on of the plan was also revler*edfor conpllance lrtth the applLcable portlon of 43 CFR 3400. Ttretechnl'cal analysls for thls ulue appll.catlon was prepared by utahDllrlelon of o11r Gas and MinLng and the euvtronmeutaL assessuent wasprepared by 0Sll. These docrmeats, other docuuente prepared by UtahDlvtslon of 011, Gas aad Hl.nlng, the companyts applicatior, and othercorrespoudence and docrrueutatl.on developed durLng the coupJ.eteness
aad technical revlewe are part of 0SHte ul,nlng plan aud peruttapplicatlon flle. The Utah DlvlElon of 011, Gas, and lttnlng and o$lfJolntlr developed proposed conditl.ous to assure eompliance wlth Stateaod Federal regulatlons.

Ttre Flsh and Wlldl1fe Senrtce, Endangered Speeles offlce haa recel,veda ueuorandun dated !{ey 10, 1984, from the offl.ce of Surface ilinlng asrequlred under the Htndy Gep pollcy, indf,cati.ng a net weter depletl.onof 75 acre-feet to the Colorado RLver Beetu as a result of ntningoperationE at Gordon Creek hfo' 2 Fll,ne. The Endangered Specles 6fflceresponded thet a revlew of Beaver Creek Coal Companvts deplettoa ofwater fron the Colorado Rlver basln would be conducted wlthln 30 daysand en assessueut for Beaver Creek Coal Companv t s contrlbutlon to thegeneral fund would be nade rtthin g0 days (nenorandrn dated trIay
18,1gg4) .

the Bureau of tand Flanagement, Ftsh and l{lLdltfe Servtce, UtahDtvlslon of Wlldllfe ReEourcee and the Utah Dlvlslon of o11, Gagr andMLning have expreseed a concern over the loes of rl.parian habLtat dueto Beaver Creek Coal Conpauyts n{ning operatious iu the Gordon Creehdralnage area. As a result of thLs coocern, theee agencte* 
-pi"i.a-"

stlpulatlon ln Beaver Creek Coal Cornpanyfs $outhwest LeaeeeBFloratlon permlt to nLtlgate Lmpacts to the rf.parlan habltat.
Ttreee seDe agencles have requested f,hat the saEe atlpulatLon beeome aspectal condltion under thls pemit (Pemf.r Nrnber Ut-OOfO, gig;t. -
SpeeLal coudLtLon uunber 5 ls lncluded ln the permlt in dlrect
respon8e to the ageucLes t corcern for the loss of rlparlan habltatdurlng ulnlng and reclarnatl.ou operations. *I
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The petmLttlug procesg rrag temporarily delayed durlng June, due to
$tructurel damage to the sedLnent poud aud dl,verslon systeu at the
SouthweEt Lease facill.tiee sl.te, resultlng f rom heavy sprlng ruuoff .
Beaver Creek Coal Company recelved four notlces of vl,olatl,on and
lnnedlately repalred the damage, uuder the dl.rectioa of the Utah
Divlsl.on of 011, Gae, and lllnlng, as abateuent to the aotlcee. The
proposed repalrs to eedluent pond aud dlversLon system rfere revtewed
and approved bv the Df,vlsioa prLor to construction.

A chronology of eventa related to thl.e mln1ug plan applLcatLou ls
enclosed. After the Beaver Creek Coal Coupany publtshed the
neltepaper notlce as required, no vrltteu coments, objectlone, or
r?quests f or aa Lnf ornal coufereuce lrere recel.ved. I{rltteu
concurreuce rres provlded by the Bureau of Land Managemeut, (Branch of
Soltd HLuerals and Hoab Distrlct 0fftce); U.S. Ftsh and Wildltfe
senrice (Eudangered specl.es 0fflce); and the state Hlstorlc
PreEerrratl,on 0f f lcer.

Ttre lnfonnatl.on tu the per:nit applLcatl.oa and ulning plan, as well aa
other l.nformatioa docuuented ln the reconffiendatLon package and uade
aval.lable to the appll.caat, has been revlewed by Utah DLvlel.on of
OiL, Gas, and Ulnl,ng etaff in coordlnation wlth the OS!{ ProJect
Leader. 0ther Lafotmatlon lncluded: tbe lgSL Bureau of Land
Management t s "Ul.f,ta-southweatern Utah FtnaL Envlronmental Impact
Stateueut. "
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